In the nationalistic-revivalist atmosphere which prevailed in Eastern Europe in 
alism which would enjoy the general appreciation of scholars. As a consequence, very different and quantitatively very unequal groups of people can be considered to be nations.
th century a common ruler and a common confession of faith, religion, still constituted the basis of the identity to which obedient subjects were expected to adhere. By contrast, race, language and common culture were not considered essential denominators in the discussion of in-groups and outsiders.
In what follows I shall try to present the features which are most usually characterized as conspicuous hallmarks of national movements.
common language was considered to be the ultimate criterion of a nation. Although it soon became evident that language could not offer a decisive common denominator for a people, for example in the case of German or English, the importance of linguistic unity cannot be denied as being a leading hallmark of a people and nation (HOBSBAWM 1990: 51-63, 101-111 ).
I mentioned above the pivotal position of religion and denomination in earli--ular creed was inevitable, and it constituted a barrier between different groups residing in the same cities or regions. In European countries non-Christians, -trance to their local societies. Even if the rise of nationalism can be interpreted as implying a new "civic religion" our daily mass media indicate very clearly that the role of religion has by no means disappeared from national features.
(For the connection between religion and nationalism, see SMITH 2003).
Ethnic origin, ancestry and genetic physical characteristics have enjoyed an important place in the national sagas which often go back to a mythical past and connect an ethnic group to a particular region. 'Community in anonymity' is a key term in Benedict Anderson's well-known Invent a Nation theory which stresses he subconscious cohesion of anonymous members of a nation (ANDERSON 1983 (ANDERSON /2006 . However, in the case of small ethnic groups the supporters of an ethnic movement, as a rule, know personally the majority of the participants, their family relations over many generations and their reputation as regards facts and rumours. This implies that the development of a national saga can differ from that of the bigger nations. of national and ethnic movements which are most often referred to when dealing with these phenomena in both popular and academic connections. I know that there is very little new in this list. However, in my opinion, they offer a fundamental framework with which any national or ethnic revival movement can be compared.
Against this background we may now seek such phenomena in the Karaim movement in Eastern Europe which agreed or disagreed with the general trends of nationalism and ethnic experiences in the period of national revival.
Immediately we may state that no great surprises are to be expected.
As for the earliest criteria of a nation or ethnic group, a common language and religion were referred to. Among the Karaims of Lithuania and Poland, multilingualism was for centuries a normal phenomenon. However, till the beginning of the twentieth century the Turkic Karaim language was spoken by the great majority of the adherents of the Karaim version of religion which derives its origins from Judaism. Until the last decades of the nineteenth century the language was written in Hebrew characters (NÉMETH 2012) . The position of the Karaim language in the Crimea and Constantinople is more complicated; nevertheless, at least the Hebrew characters distinguished their language from other Turkic languages (JANKOWSKI 2003; JANKOWSKI 2008) . No other nations or ethnic groups followed suit in these regions. In Poland, the combination of the re-liberation spirit, romanticism and nationalism was deeply rooted from the beginning of the nineteenth century onward. For the Karaims in former Poland-Lithuania, Polish had been a familiar
Crimea the well-to-do stratum of Karaims was more extensive, and thanks to their education and the mass media this social class was well aware of the contemporary ideological movements in Europe.
Numerous revivalist manifestos published in many languages in Karaim journals and elsewhere could be quoted from the last decades of the 19 th century onwards. 3 In the general nationalistic-revivalist atmosphere, which prevailed in Eastern Europe in the second half of the nineteenth century and the Karaims, with all the ethnic prerequisites described above, had remained untouched by other national movements. In this case they would have constituted a totally surprising exception among all the ethnic groups, large and small, in surrounding countries.
The progress of the Karaim movement followed the normal lines of a nationalistic revival in Europe, and in Eastern Europe in particular; it started from the great number of distinctive features and their study, and the process led to a clear awareness of being a detached ethnic group with cultural characteristics of its own. In a tragic way, the Communist and Nazi regimes did not allow this ethnic minority to continue the development of their cultural life, either in the Crimea or in the Western areas. And a new revival over the past two decades has been a very demanding process.
It would be an interesting and important task to collect and study in greater Origin and Spread of Nationalism. Revised edition. London: Verso. 
